
TB-0009B — Longevity of the DRY-
BLOCK® System Technical Bulletin
Standard concrete masonry units (CMU) with smooth surface texture have long been used for both structural and non-

structural construction. The use of color and surface textures (split face, ground face, etc.) has produced a wide variety

of attractive masonry units that are desired by the design community for their beauty and design flexibility.

When CMU are used in exterior walls, the absorptive nature of the units as well as the mortar is a concern. In single

width construction water can wick from the wall’s exterior face to its interior face utilizing the webs and the mortar as

the migration path. This wicking is driven by capillary suction in the internal voids of the CMU and mortar.

The DRY-BLOCK  System of admixtures was developed from extensive laboratory and field experience to address

water penetration into masonry walls. The DRY-BLOCK  System utilizes two admixtures, one specifically formulated

for block and the other specifically formulated for mortar. The admixtures are added to the block and mortar during

manufacturing to produce water repellent masonry components. Developed during the late 1970’s, the DRY-BLOCK 

System was introduced in the early 1980’s and has been the industry’s most widely specified and top performing

integral water repellent system since its inception.

DRY-BLOCK  ’s unsurpassed performance is achieved through unique proprietary blends of plasticizing agents,

dispersants, workability enhancers and superior water repellent materials. When added to the concrete mix the DRY-

BLOCK  admixtures effectively disperse throughout the concrete. During the curing process DRY-BLOCK  is either

deposited in the capillaries or activated within the matrix of the block and mortar creating durable water repellent pore

structure that will last for the life of the masonry. This water repellent pore structure repels water throughout the

masonry and will not allow water to wick through the CMU or mortar. Longevity of the DRY-BLOCK  System

The DRY-BLOCK  System was developed to address concerns of longevity. When used alone, post-applied coatings

require periodic re-application to perform properly. On the other hand, DRY-BLOCK  admixtures are added integrally

and are mixed throughout the CMU or mortar. Also, post-applied coatings only work as a barrier on the surface of the

wall, while the DRY-BLOCK  admixtures perform throughout the CMU and mortar. Even if the wall surface areas were

to be damaged, the DRY-BLOCK  System will act to repel any further water penetration.

Since its inception in 1980, thousands of buildings have been successfully constructed with DRY-BLOCK  , making it

the leading water repellant system on the market. When used in the block and mortar of properly designed and

constructed concrete masonry walls, the system continues to perform and is expected to do so for the life of the wall.
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North America customer service: 1-877-4AD-MIX (1-877-423-6491)

We hope the information here will be helpful. It is based on data and knowledge considered to be true and accurate and is offered for consideration, investigation and verification by the user, but we do not warrant the results to be obtained. Please read all statements,

recommendations and suggestions in conjunction with our conditions of sale, which apply to all goods supplied by us. No statement, recommendation, or suggestion is intended for any use that would infringe any patent, copyright, or other third party right.

DRY-BLOCK is a trademark, which may be registered in the United States and/or other countries, of GCP Applied Technologies Inc. This trademark list has been compiled using available published information as of the publication date and may not accurately reflect

current trademark ownership or status.

© Copyright 2018 GCP Applied Technologies Inc. All rights reserved.
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In Canada, 294 Clements Road, West, Ajax, Ontario, Canada L1S 3C6.

GCP Applied Technologies Inc., 2325 Lakeview Parkway, Suite 475, Alpharetta, GA 30009, USA

GCP Canada, Inc., 294 Clements Road, West, Ajax, Ontario, Canada L1S 3C6

This document is only current as of the last updated date stated below and is valid only for use in the United States. It is important that you always refer to the currently available information at the URL below to provide the most current product information at the time

of use. Additional literature such as Contractor Manuals, Technical Bulletins, Detail Drawings and detailing recommendations and other relevant documents are also available on www.gcpat.com. Information found on other websites must not be relied upon, as they may

not be up-to-date or applicable to the conditions in your location and we do not accept any responsibility for their content. If there are any conflicts or if you need more information, please contact GCP Customer Service.
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